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French expansion in Italy (1494-1516)
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Abstract

The situation of a number of Italian cities was turbulent, and every ruler in an Italian city or state
was working to maintain his wisdom and prevent foreign interference. Charles VIII, King of France,
worked to exploit these situations and began his expansionist ambitions in Italy and controlled a
number of Italian cities, but competition began from the King of Spain, Ferdinand I, the Holy Roman
Emperor Maximilian I, and Pope Alexander VI. However, Charles VIII’s expansions in Italy and his
acquisition of a number of cities and his interference in their affairs disturbed Pope Alexander VI, the
Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I, and the Spanish King Ferdinand 11, so they formed the Venetian
Alliance and expelled the French forces from Italy. When Louis XII assumed power, he concluded a
peace treaty with England and Spain as well. During his reign, French expansion in Italy was renewed,
so the Pope formed a Holy Alliance and the French forces withdrew from most Italian cities. During
the reign of the French King, Francis I, he worked to control the Italian city of Milan, and Francis |
controlled Milan and Lombardy in Northern Italy.
Keywords: Charles VIII, Louis XII, Francis I, Italy, France
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