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Caricature as a Protest Discourse: A Study of Marginal Poets in the
Abbasid Period

Altyyed Mohammed Ghazi

AL- Mustansiriyah University College of Science

Abstract

This paper investigates the use of caricature imagery as a form of protest discourse in the poetry of
marginalized poets during the Abbasid period. It explores how laughter, satire, and mockery—initially
deployed in the caliphal courts as means of entertainment—evolved into symbolic tools of cultural
resistance. The satirical poet, once welcomed at the court for amusement, often became a sharp critic
of power and society. Poets such as Abu Dulama, Ibn al-Hajjaj, and Abu al-‘Ibar intentionally broke
with traditional poetic aesthetics and employed caricature to expose authority, critique social norms,
and even denigrate the self.

This study draws on the concept of the "aesthetics of ugliness™ as a reflective lens on marginal
existence and focuses on three thematic axes: political caricature, social caricature, and self-caricature.
Keywords : Arabic poetry, Abbasid literature, caricature, centrality and marginality
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