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Pride and Satire in the Pre-Islamic Era and Their Impact on Shaping Tribal

Identity
Shaimaa Jassim Khudair

Al-Mustansiriya University/College of Education - Department of Arabic Language
Abstract

This study explores the phenomenon of Pride and Satire (Al-Fakhr and Al-Hija’) in the Pre-Islamic era
and their impact on shaping tribal identity, focusing on the social, cultural, and political roles of poetry in
fostering belonging and solidarity among tribe members. The research aims to examine the concepts of
pride and satire, the values associated with tribal identity, the social and political functions of these poetic
forms, and their role in consolidating collective identity.

The study shows that pride and satire functioned as complementary tools to strengthen tribal identity:
pride highlighted courage, generosity, and noble lineage, while satire defined an opposing identity and
established boundaries with rival tribes. Satire also played a key role in protecting the tribal entity,
reinforcing internal loyalty, and preserving the tribe’s symbolic prestige. The research demonstrates that
pre-Islamic poetry was not merely a form of entertainment or personal expression but a collective memory
preserving values and the social history of tribes.

The study concludes that pride and satire are essential tools for reinforcing identity and belonging,
social values such as honor, lineage, and heroism are fundamental in shaping tribal identity, and poetry
serves as a medium to transmit these values across generations. The research suggests further studies on
the influence of these phenomena in later Arabic literature and their connection to contemporary cultural
identity.

Keywords: (Pride, Satire, Pre-Islamic Era, Tribal Identity, Social Solidarity).
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