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The Orchestrated Massacres in al-Andalus under the Umayyad State(136 —
316 AH /756 — 929 CE) An In-Depth Examination of the Emirate Era

Husayn eabd allah ridayawi

AL-Mustansiriya University Colleje Of Arts

Abstract

Al-Andalus witnessed profound political and social transformations during the Umayyad Emirate,
contributing to the restructuring of the state's foundations and the consolidation of its authority amid a
period marked by instability and competing centers of power. The Umayyad Emirate was not merely a
newly established political entity; rather, it emerged as the outcome of a prolonged struggle among
local forces and rival claimants to political legitimacy and sovereignty. Consequently, the new regime
adopted various strategies to strengthen its control over the region. Within this context, mass
assassinations emerged as a significant political instrument employed to eliminate opponents, suppress
resistance movements, and reshape the balance of power in favor of the central authority. These
assassinations were not merely security measures or military practices; they embodied broader
political and strategic dimensions that reflected the realities of the period, reinforced the prestige of the
ruling authority, and conveyed decisive messages to opposing factions. Therefore, examining mass
assassinations provides an important analytical framework for understanding the nature of Umayyad
rule in al-Andalus, revealing the mechanisms through which the state managed internal conflicts,
reinforced its political legitimacy, and preserved its unity in the face of persistent challenges.
Furthermore, such a study sheds light on the relationship between political authority and political
violence, highlighting the influence of these practices on the political and social development of al-
Andalus during this pivotal historical era.
Keywords: (The Emirate, The Governors, Assassination, al-Andalus, Umayyad) .
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