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American Policy toward the Philippines during the Harry
Truman Era (1945-1953)

Safaa Kareem Shukor

College of Education / Mustansiriyah University
Abstract:

The relationship between the United States of America and the Philippines constituted a unique
model in the history of colonial and semi-colonial policies during the first half of the twentieth
century. During World War 11, the Philippines became a focal point of interest for both the Americans
and the Japanese, as both powers exerted significant efforts to secure it as a private colony. However,
American economic assistance eventually enabled the Philippines to achieve its independence.
Consequently, it is essential to study the period from 1945 to 1953—an era fraught with profound
political and economic shifts, not only within the Philippines but on a global scale.

During the presidency of Harry Truman, the United States' proclaimed principles of liberation and
independence clashed with its strategic and economic interests in Southeast Asia, particularly within
the context of the Cold War, whose features began to emerge immediately after World War Il. The
significance of this study lies in its illumination of a "Restricted Independence™ model, which the
United States practiced toward its new allies in the post-colonial world. In this model, American
policy is understood through the lenses of soft power and economic dependency rather than as mere
moral obligations toward vulnerable nations. Furthermore, examining this subject in light of historical
documents and international agreements enhances our understanding of the formation of American
foreign policy during the early stages of the Cold War.

The objective of this study is to analyze U.S. policy toward the Philippines during the Truman era
by tracing the political, legislative, and economic decisions made toward the country, while
deconstructing the discourse of "liberation and independence"” in contrast to the mechanisms of
hegemony and neo-tutelage. Additionally, the study seeks to answer a primary research question: To
what extent did the United States fulfill its commitments toward Philippine independence, and what
were the latent strategic dimensions behind this apparent commitment during a phase that defined the
features of the new international order led by Washington?

The temporal scope of this study is set between 1945 and 1953, coinciding with Harry Truman’s
tenure as President of the United States. Historically, the study focuses on the political and strategic
context governing the bilateral relationship amidst post-WWII global transformations. Geographically,
the scope is confined to the framework of relations between Washington and Manila, with brief
references to the regional environment of Southeast Asia.

Methodologically, this study adopts a historical-analytical approach. This method involves tracing
facts and events within their temporal and thematic contexts, and analyzing official texts and
discourses—such as the Philippine Independence Act (1946), the Military Bases Agreement, and
economic aid projects. The goal is to bridge the gap between declared data and hidden objectives,
thereby extrapolating the stances and consequences resulting from that policy.

Keywords: Exploitation, Philippines, Senate.
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