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The martyred Imam Abdullah al-Wazir and his impact on Yemeni political
life until 1948

Abstract

Prince Abdullah al-Wazir enjoyed a distinguished scholarly and political standing throughout his
life and political career. He was a learned jurist, a Sharia judge, and a uniquely beloved and revered
figure, a prominent leader of the Zaydi school of thought and one of its most important pioneers. He
was also a shrewd prince and political leader, whose administrative and military prowess was evident
in his success in subduing many regions over which Imam Yahya had consolidated his power,
particularly during his governorship of Dhamar and Hodeidah. His stature and political acumen were
further demonstrated in the signing of the Treaty of Taif with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Imam considered him one of the most important pioneers and advocates of reform in Yemen,
through his numerous demands for change and reform from Imam Yahya, in addition to the reforms he
himself implemented, albeit modest, in the military, administrative, and social spheres. His aim was to
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elevate Yemen's status and propel it towards progress and development, like other Arab nations. For
these reasons, the Imam became suspicious of him and dismissed him from his governorships in
Dhamar and later Hodeidah. His political life was marked by his opposition to the hereditary
succession system in the state, a move that contradicted both Zaydi and Islamic doctrine, which
stipulated that the Imamate should be established through consultation (shura). He therefore
considered himself more deserving of the Imamate, and thus joined the ranks of the Free Yemen
Movement. His sole aim was to reform the conditions in Yemen, as evidenced by the fact that his
selection as constitutional Imam did not occur until a few months before the revolution.

He participated in drafting the National Charter, formed the government, and led the revolution
against Imam Yahya with courage and political acumen. He was deliberate in his stances and
reactions, only rebelling against Imam Yahya when he realized the futility of the Imam's reforms to
develop Yemen. This was the same approach followed by his son, Ahmad, which led him to feel more
deserving of the Imamate than the Crown Prince Ahmad, believing in his own suitability and ability to
advance Yemen in all fields. Had it not been for the treachery displayed by the people of Sana‘a, the
soldiers and officers who abandoned him, and even some of the liberals who nominated him and made
him a temporary Imam, his rule would have continued, and Yemen would have changed and kept pace
with the prevailing development in the Arab world and the world at that time. Despite these stances,
researchers and thinkers have not paid attention to this figure and the positions he took in service to his
country and his cause. The most important conclusion a student or researcher can draw from that
period of Yemeni history is that the 1948 revolution paved the way for the 1955 revolution,
particularly in its essence of replacing one imam with another. These two revolutions, in turn, paved
the way for the September 1962 revolution, which established a monarchy based on a temporary
constitutional framework for the establishment of a republic. Furthermore, they unequivocally
demonstrated the impossibility of Yemen's development and its continued existence under the
Mutawakkilite Kingdom.
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