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The Duality of Vision and Method in the Criticism of Dr. Ali Abbas Alwan

Hisham Qasim Eesa Muhaisen
Mustansiriyah University, College of Education, Department of Arabic Language

Abstract

In this critical work, the critic Ali Abbas Alwan did not stem from a purely academic perspective.
Instead, he combined a rigorous academic inclination—which adheres to established norms and sharp
technical laws in evaluating and analyzing poetry—with objective academicism and a subjective
vision based on his personal taste. This vision is grounded in his profound knowledge of both ancient
and modern Arabic poetry, as well as his dual culture (Arabic and Western).

It can be argued that the duality of ""Vision and Method™ collaborated in his criticism, and his
book emerged as a live application of this synergy. ""Vision" here refers to the critical perspective
through which the critic approaches an issue, a poem, or a poet, moving from the specific to the
general and from the partial to the universal. The critical opinions presented in the book were not
loose, impressionistic views occurring by chance; rather, they emanated from the critic’s deep and
conscious vision. Furthermore, this vision was not detached from the methodical procedure
represented by the "Technical Method," through which the critic practiced his critique in studying
language, imagery, and rhythm.
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