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A critical analytical reading of the repercussions of Orientalism on Islamic
society and ways to confront it

Amer Fadhil Hussein
University Mustansiriyah , College of Education

Abstract

This scholarly inquiry engages with the concept of Orientalism as a dual political and
epistemological endeavor that has profoundly influenced Western interpretations of Islam and its
adherents. It investigates the mechanisms through which Orientalism has aimed to affect the cultural
and social frameworks of Muslim communities. The analysis chronicles the various phases of
evolution that Orientalist discourse has undergone, emphasizing the significant transformations and
shifts that have led to its present-day manifestations. It reveals the methodologies utilized to
misrepresent Islam and perpetuate intellectual and civilizational subservience. Moreover, the research
scrutinizes the ramifications and repercussions of this discourse on Eastern societies, particularly
regarding aspects of identity and belonging, as well as its impact on education, politics, and media. It
accentuates the discernible ambiguities and influences permeating contemporary Islamic thought. The
objective of the study is to provide a critical examination of Orientalist discourses, illuminating their
inherent weaknesses and contradictions. It underscores the necessity of reclaiming the civilizational
identity of the Muslim Ummah through the advancement of critical consciousness, the establishment
of research methodologies within the Islamic context, and the formulation of a novel epistemological
framework. This proposed initiative encompasses various scientific strategies to address the
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implications of Orientalism, including the reinterpretation of Islamic heritage through an innovative
lens, the enhancement of Islamic media and cultural narratives, and the activation of the role of
academic and research institutions in fortifying identity and combating systematic misrepresentation.
Keywords: Orientalism, effects and repercussions, ways of confrontation
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