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Patterns of urban expansion of the municipality of Mansour

Amna Mohamed Rahim Prof. Dr.Mohamed Saleh Rabie
Mustansiriyah University/ College of Education/ Department of Geography

Abstract:

The history of Al-Mansur municipality dates back to the forties of the last century,so it is
one of the modern municipalities of Baghdad, not the ancient one. The urban growth and
expansion that took place in western Baghdad (the Karkh side) had a great imprint on the
prosperity and growth witnessed by the Al-Mansur municipality, so many urban facilities
were built by the government, such as: the establishment of Al-Muthanna Airport in 1936
and the development of the railway complex in 1951 (West Baghdad International Station),
thisis inaddition About the construction of the main Mansour Street and the establishment
of Al-Wash camp (currently Al-Zawra Park).

The population of Al-Mansour municipality has increased significantly since its
establishment in 1965 to 2020, i.e. from 290,157 to 475,752 people, with a growth rate of
0.03.Asaresult,the number of municipality shops increased from 9to 12, and this population
increase prompted the state to establish new housing units within Or near agricultural areas,
as the state, through its institutions and with the help of the Real Estate Bank, distributed
lands for the purpose of facing the continuous increase in population growth, which
constituted a critical phenomenon in the municipality.

The growth and increase in the prices of the lands adjacent to the city, especially the
agricultural ones, played a role in encouraging the owners of these lands to sell them for
non-agricultural purposes such as industry or housing. The extension of housing within
agricultural lands and fields increased, and Al-Mansour municipality faced the phenomenon
of fragmentation of housing units into small housing units after 2003 and for reasons Many
of them include the deteriorating economic situation of the family, as well as the rise in
real estate prices as a result of weak regulations and laws.

Al-Mansour Municipality has adopted three patterns when expanding towards the
outskirts: the random (unplanned) expansion pattern, the planned pattern, and the linear or
stripe expansion pattern. Perhaps the most dangerous of which is the random expansion, as
the municipality contains (25) random housing complexes that include (1696) unplanned
residential houses. The pattern of random (unplanned) expansion took three forms: the
cumulative pattern, the multi-core pattern, and the gradual expansion pattern.

As for the expansion according to the linear bar pattern, it was in multiple directions
with the length of the main roads emanating from the city of Baghdad towards its main
external surroundings, represented by the airport road - Abu Ghraib district and along the
road (Al-Rasheed Municipality Highway-Al-Shula Municipality)and along the (Abu Ghraib
Highway-Abu Ghraib District) It takes a longitudinal shape extending from the northeast to
the northwest.

The planned expansion pattern in the municipality is taken in accordance with the controls
and mechanisms of the basic plan of the municipality, that is, through the intervention of the
planning authorities and according to the policy of the state.

Keywords:patterns of urban expansion, Al-Mansour municipality.
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