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Preludes to the Glorious Revolution: James I1's Catholic Religious Policy
and Its Political Implications 1685-1688

Huda Hussein Hamza Prof. Dr. Hayder Shakir Al-Sultani
Mustansiriyah University/ College of Education/History Department

Abstract

The rule of James Il, who ascended the throne after the death of King Charles I,
constitutes a turning point in challenging Parliament after he professed his Catholic faith and
took the necessary measures to spread it again throughout England, but the Protestants
welcomed their new king in order to preserve the security and stability of the country and not
to be exposed to civil war, as happened In the past, although the king went to extremes in the
use of his powers and it seemed clear that his Catholic religious beliefs controlled him
throughout his reign, which provoked the English Parliament and its people, and the matter
worsened after the rebellion of the Duke of Monmouth, as King James Il retained ninety
Catholic officers in The army after eliminating the rebellion, which was considered a
challenge to the law, as well as the harsh punishments inflicted on the Protestants who
supported the rebellion, especially the bloody decisions issued by the King’s advisor, Judge
George Jeffreys, and which confirms his tendency to Catholicism to renew the official
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religious and political relations (diplomatic) with Rome, which collapsed Since 1558, and the
suspension of the work of the clergy who were preaching against Roman Catholicism, as well
as, the king's tightening of control over the universities and their use as a tool to negate His
policy, as he made recognition and embracing of the Catholic doctrine a condition of
admission to universities,these measures alienated the Anglicans completely, which increased
the anger of the conservatives because Oxford University was the headquarters of both the
Torres and the Anglicans. And thus led to the effects of widespread popular resentment,
especially after his trial of the Anglican bishops.

Keywords: the venerable revolution, politics, James 11, the Catholic religion.
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