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Abstract

The geographical location of the Low Countries, situated to the north of France and west of
Germany, rendered them a significant focal point for Spain. During the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, these territories encompassed seventeen provinces and were integral parts of the Holy
Roman Empire, operating under its complete jurisdiction. Consequently, the inhabitants of the Low
Countries found themselves facing persecution, particularly during the reign of Charles V, who
leveraged their resources to fulfill the empire's requirements. King Philip Il employed diverse
strategies to achieve this objective, given his staunch Catholic beliefs that precluded subordination to
the Papacy. He staunchly upheld the concept of the divine right of kings and maintained a stringent
governance style, frequently resorting to coercion in various situations, reflecting the prevailing ethos
of the era. As a result, a primary aim of the leaders was to consolidate the governance structures of
these provinces and assert autonomy from Spain. Nonetheless, religious and political discord impeded
progress towards this goal. Despite the challenges, success was eventually achieved in the mid-
seventeenth century when the independence of the seven northern provinces was proclaimed, leading
to the establishment of the Dutch Republic through the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.
Keywords: the Low Countries, the Peace of Augsburg, the House of Orange, the Ghent Settlement,

the Union of Utrecht.
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